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1. GENERAL 

1.1 This section provides REA borrowers, consulting engineers and other 
interested parties with information in the design, installation and 

operation of REA borrowers' telephone systems. In particular, this section 
covers electrical protection practices recommended for electronic analog and 
digital central offices. The practices are also applicable to digital remote 
switching terminals housed in central office type buildings. 

1.2 This section, replacing Issue 5, dated August 1980, has been revised 
to present the concepts of single-point ground systems. The single- 
point ground system isolates the electronic switching equipment from all 
elements of the total central office grounding system except at a single 
point. This isolation minimizes the flow of potentially damaging currents. 

1.3 Electronic switching systems are susceptible to excessive induced 
transient voltages which may be introduced through incoming circuits, 

the central office grounding system, dr by electrostatic action. The inherent 
voltage sensitive characteristics of electronic switching systems are due 
primarily to the fragile nature of semiconductor components and their fast 
transient response characteristics. Semiconductors typically have low 
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breakdown voltage ratings and can be permanently damaged by excessive voltage 
spikes. 

1.4 The basic grounding system discussed in this section is designed for 
application in the single floor office buildings typical in the sytems 

of REA borrowers. This section may be utilized as described in paragraph 14 
to improve protection of electromechanical switching systems that have power 
and lightning surge related problems. 

1.5 The single point grounding system described in this section is designed 
to meet the protection requirements of most central office equipment 

manufacturers. No deviation should be made from the described method unless 
there are compelling reasons for change. (See Paragraph 1.6). 

1.6 Some central office equipment manufacturers may request grounding 
systems exceeding those recommended herein. These might include a 

rigid, low maximum resistance requirement for the central office ground field 
or various forms of extraordinary lightning protection. The costs of 
providing and maintaining these features can be quite high. 

1.7 This discussion of central office grounding systems is essentially based 
on resistance since this is a primary parameter that is readily under- 
stood. However, the essential factor in building and switching system 
protection is the grounding system impedance, especially the reactance 
component, of the grounding conductors. The general guidelines presented in 
this practice are based on providing a system having a relatively low overall 
impedance to the flow of lightning and power fault currents. 

2. DEFINITIONS 


2.1 The following terms are defined as an aid to understanding their usage 
in this section. They are terms commonly used for describing telephone 

central office grounding systems. Different terms have been used by 
individual manufacturers and operating companies other than those commonly 
used. Such terms are included in parentheses at the end of each definition, 
where applicable. 

2.2 BUILDING STRUCTURAL GROUND: a ground bond connected to structural steel 
and/or reinforcing steel rods contained within the building walls, 

roofs, floors, footings, or foundations. 

2.3 CABLE ENTRANCE GROUND BAR (CEGB): a copper ground bar provided for the 
purpose of terminating incoming telephone cable shields on a common 

connection point. The bar is normally located close to the entrance location. 
(CABLE VAULT GROUND BAR). 

2.4 CENTRAL OFFICE GROUND FIELD (COGF): a series of interconnected ground 
rods, buried perimeter cable or a metallic well casing for provision of 

a low resistance path to earth ground. (CENTRAL OFFICE GROUND GRID). 
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2.5 COLLOCATED SWITCHING SYSTEM: two or more separate switching systems, 
at a single location. 

2.6 ELECTROSTATIC DISCHARGE (ESD) PROTECTION: protection required to 
minimize electronic component damage related to static voltage 

discharges. Static charges are typically generated by moving personnel or 
moving air in a work area where relative humidity is low. 

2.7 FUSE LINK: a length of fine gauge wire in series with a larger gauge 
wire, for the purpose of “fusing" open during a current-surge condition. 

This element normally provides protection from currents which could otherwise 
heat conductors and start fires. 

2.8 GREEN WIRE GROUND (GWG) : a normally noncurrent carrying conductor 
provided for the protection of personnel and equipment. The green color 

code distinguishes the lead from the current carrying grounded conductors 
(neutrals) which are natural, gray or white. (EQUIPMENT GROUNDING CONDUCTOR) 

2.9 GROUND LOOP: ground loops exist when there is more than one electrical 
path from a point in a circuit to a reference ground connection. Such 

parallel paths to ground are normally not a problem if associated with the 
nonsensitive circuitry located outside the IGZ. Ground loops are undesirable 
for equipment located inside the IGZ. 

2.10 GROUND WINDOW BAR (GWB) : a copper ground bar provided for the common 
connection of all equipment located inside the Isolated Ground Zone 

(IGZ), see paragraph 2.8. (GROUND WINDOW GROUND BAR, MAIN GROUND BAR, GROUND 
WINDOW SPLICE PLATE). 

2.11 INSULATING JOINTS: nonconducting inserts provided at specified points 
in metal framework of equipment located inside the IGZ. These are 

provided for the purpose of insulating the IGZ equipment from outside ground 
connections. 

2.12 INTERMEDIATE GROUND BAR (IGB): a copper ground bar, insulated from its 
support used as a distributing point for a ground wire from the Master 

Ground Bar (MGB) (see paragraph 2 .10) to be connected to several racks or 
frames of equipment, usually in the non-IGZ area, but not to include battery 
(+) from the main power board, 

2.13 ISOLATED GROUND ZONE (IGZ): a dedicated area within an office building 
wherein al 1 equipment is electrically insulated from all external 

grounds except through a single ground connection between the GWB and the MGB. 
The isolated area should preferably extend a minimum of six feet (1.8 meters) 
on all sides from the equipment frames and framework and where practical be 
separated from other equipment by permanent walls. The IGZ will normally 
house sensitive electronic components. (ISOLATED AREA). 

2.14 MAIN DISTRIBUTING FRAME ( MDF ) : a distributing frame where outside 
plant cables are terminated on vertical protection assemblies. Cable 
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pairs are also cross-connected on this frame to CO line equipment terminated 
on horizontal blocks. 


2.15 MASTER GROUND BAR (MGB): a copper ground bar used as single point con 
nection for surge producers, surge absorbers, non-IGZ equipment 

grounds and IGZ equipment grounds. The MGB is normally non-current carrvina 
and isolated from the building/structural ground. y 9 

2.16 MDF GROUND BAR (MDFB): a copper ground bar typically provided at the 

, unc 0tt ? m f the MD f “ sed as the connection point for tip cable shields 
and MDF protector assemblies. The MDFB may be used as an MGB in small 
offices. (ENTRANCE CABLE PROTECTOR BAR). 


2.17 


2.18 


MDF PROTECTOR ASSEMBLY: an assembly consisting of a protector 
module and a connector module. 


^n T nntn C WATER SYSTEM: a public or private water system that includes 
ion outdoor section or buried metallic water pipe at least 10 feet in 
length and owned by the telephone company, n 

2.19 MULTIGROUNDED NEUTRAL (MGN) : a power distribution system which 

i;;i ;;; 

“*" lh ™» ™<«t with ScKrjoSoSS? r *“" r 
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entire office switching system. While the volta^at°tM t1al to ground for an 
may rise above zero volts-to-earth. „™,„5 ,, V ? U ? th1s connection point ' 
switching system will also rise at the same rate f ?n L COnd1t1ons > the ent1r e 
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2.23 SURGE PRODUCERS (P): connections to metallic sources of lightning 
and/or power surges. For example, radio/microwave towers, telephone 
cable shields, telephone cable pairs and power system conductors. 

3. SINGLE POINT GROUNDING 


3.1 Single-point grounding is based on several related principles. There is 
a need to control the high voltage differences which are produced 

between the ends of single conductors such as copper wires and busbars by fast 
rising electrical surges. Reference Appendix A for a discussion of the 
voltage effects from rising surge currents. 

3.2 Surge potentials need to be equalized through controlled bonding of 
central office ground elements. Among these ground elements (see 

Figure 1) are: 

a - Surge Producers (P) 
b - Surge Absorbers (A) 
c - Non-IGZ equipment grounds (N) 
d - IGZ equipment grounds (I) 

3.3 Single-point grounding is used to reduce voltage differences and control 
surge currents. The basic elements of a single point grounding system 

include the following: 

3.3.1 A Master Ground Bar (MGB) with connections grouped to confine 
lightning and power surge activity. This is also the point for 

establishing a common reference plane, with respect to earth ground, for the 
entire central office. 

3.3.2 A Ground Window Bar (GWB) for establishment of a single local 
reference point for grounding sensitive electronic equipment within 

the IGZ. Section I (see paragraph 4) of the MGB provides a single-point 
termination and ground reference to which the GWB and associated electronic 
equipment are bonded. 

3.3.3 An Isolated Ground Zone (IGZ) surrounding the electronic switch and 
other sensitive electronic equipment. The IGZ will consistently have 

the reference to ground as the GWB. 

3.4 A high voltage rise can occur between the point of strike and point(s) 
of dissipation under momentary large surge conditions, such as those 
resulting from direct or indirect lightning strikes to cable or other outside 
plant connected to the MGB. The MGB bonding configurations illustrated in 
Figure 1 and 6 enable high current surges to be concentrated and dissipated 
through the P and A sections of the bar. This maintains the lowest possible 
potential at the point of MGB-GWB connection. The connection sequence of 
P-A-N-I as shown in Figure 1 is very important to the overall protection 
effectiveness. 
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3.5 All equipment located within the IGZ electrically floats at pccon-naiiw 
the same potential as the GWB when the single-point groundinn rnnnpnt 
used.^ When all switch modules are operating at the same potential nn ^ 
damaging voltages appear across sensitive components and surge currents are 

4. MASTER GROUND BAR (MGB) 

4.1 The MGB is the hub of the basic central office ground inq system uspH ac 
a common point of connection for the P-surge producers and A-suVop 

absorbers, as well as the equipment grounds for both the N-nonisolated and t_ 
isolated equipment areas. Sizing of ground conductors is discussed in 

hfw a E h . *-J he MGB is a copper bar insulated ^om its support. The MGB mav 
be located either on a wall near the MDF, or on the cable vault wall In ^ 

small offices it may be located on the MDF as described in Paraaraoh # 4 ? ? 

The various connections to the MGB should be tagged or stencilled to idpnt i-Fw 
each as described in Paragraph 8.3. 11 led t0 ldentlf y 

4.2 Surge Producers (P Section of MGB): The MGB is the preferred con- 
nection point for surge producers. 

4-2-1 d1?MtlJ t to an rr?ffl U ^ n?T (CEGB ^ : Cable J hields Should be bonded 
Thn rcoD • , a ? EGB in offlces whe re a cable vault has been provided 

The CEGB is connected by the most direct route to the MGB. The CEGB i<; a 
copper bar insulated from its support. b 1S a 

a sssr 

.npractlcal" £ ffikSTfS !g " 

incnil+oH I° r •? lfe of the 9 r ound bar arrangement. The MDFB may be 
insulated from its support as required by the manufacturer. 

4-2-3 which are a'Dart^f thBco ment t Gr ? U l ld ji Connect all Indoor cabinets 

S8B f2L'i'££%?‘ v &. SKB'AS'iSSJIf C S£™ 

aEjfSArSt H ■'= n; “"' -’sst-s arsis. 

the dedicated aroundinn S f r9 ? , volta 9 es should be equalized by bonding 

outside the buiVSln g fVl 1 nel °^ ce ground ' Fte1d at a P o1nt 

connection is discussed in Paragraph 4 ? 3^2 - 4 ? 3 ^^? nt Flection. 'This 

between theTstandbv nnwor WO i k ? r ° und: A connection should be provided 

framework voltages for safety reasons^ when 6 ^ f nd ^J he MGB t0 1 et ? ua1ize 

y Fur bdTeiy reasons. When the standby power plant is 
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located in a separate building from the electronic equipment an earth 
electrode should be Installed and connected to the standby power plant 
framework . 

4.3 Surge Absorbers (The A section of MGB) : The MGB is .also the preferred 
connection point for the three primary surge absorbers. They are the 
power system multigrounded neutral, the central office ground field and the 
metallic water system. Bonding of the power neutral and water pipe, on the 
MGB does not replace the requirements of the National Electrical Code for 
separately bonding the commercial power service. 

4.3.1 Multigrounded Neutral (MGN): The MGN with its multiple connections 
to earth throughout the power system normally has a low resistance to 

earth ground. Because of this low resistance it may be the most important 
ground connected to the MGB. The low resistance to earth ground makes it an 
excellent surge absorber. The MGN may occasionally become a momentary surge 
producer due to nearby lightning strikes or power system transients. Refer to 
Paragraph 8 for a discussion of ground system conductor sizes. In any case 
the ground conductor between the MGN and the MGB should be the same size or 
larger than the commercial MGN service entrance conductor to the building. 

4. 3. 1.1 Occasionally a non-MGN power system (e.g., delta or unigrounded wye 
system) will be encountered. A bond is still required between the 

local power ground electrode and the MGB. Non-MGN systems do not qualify as 
primary surge absorbers. They must therefore be excluded from the calcu- 
lations of ground resistance discussed in Paragraph 4.6.1. 

4.3.2 Central Office Ground Field: The outdoor portion of the ground con- 
ductors connecting the central office ground field to the MGB should 
be burled a minimum 2.5 ft. (0.76m) below finished soil grade and enter the 
building through a nonmetallic conduit. The conductor should be placed in a 
straight line with no splices to reduce the impedance to fast rising surges. 
See Paragraph 8 for a discussion of ground conductors. When lightning rods 
and/or radio/microwave. towers are provided these should be connected to the 
central office ground field outside the building as described below. 

4. 3. 2.1 Lightning Rod Ground: Lightning rod systems are grounded via a 
separate dedicated ground field. A bond should beprovided between 

the central office and lightning rod ground fields, to minimize inductive 
noise coupling, reduce the chance of flashover, and provide protection for 
personnel and equipment. The connection point between the two ground fields 
should be accessible to permit temporary disconnection for earth resistance 
measurements. The preferred location for this connection is where the 
conductor between the central office ground field and the MGB is connected to 
the ground field. An easily accessible, permanent handhole closure is recom- 
mended for this connection. The conductors should follow the most direct 
route with a minimum of bends. See Figures 2 and 6. 

4. 3. 2. 2 Radio/Microwave Tower .Ground: A bond should be provided between the 
central office ground field and the radio/microwave tower ground for 
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the same reasons discussed above. All provisions for this grounding should be 
identical to those described in Paragraph 4. 3. 2.1. Where both lightning rod 
and tower ground systems exist, both systems may be connected to the central 
office ground field in the same handhole closure. 


4.3.3 Central Office Metallic Water System: It is important to bond to the 
.. . . central office metallic water system, where one exists, to comply with 

National Electrical Code (NEC) requirements. This also provides an additional 
low resistance connection to earth ground. When no water system is present in 
the building, this ground connection may be omitted. If the central office 
water _ system entrance piping includes at least 10 ft. (3m) of buried metallic 
pipe in direct contact with earth (1981 NEC Articles 250-80 and 250-81) from 
either a drilled well or public water system it will qualify as a metallic 

cn^tcnii^uT' +n he T W ? te r system met alHc entrance pipe must also be owned and 
cc« tr S by the J® le P hone Company if used as a primary surge absorber, 
cvctom W1 nn co Pr' ec ’ tl ? ns should be made to the main entrance pipe of the 'water 
system. When there is a water meter or insulating joint in the nine a hunaco 
bonding wire should be installed to insure electrical continuity P Permis??nn 
from the owner of the water system is required when the pipe on the stTeel 

insulated to^inV^thVmeter^ The eUctlca/s^e^IlM SKeVt "th 
l a tio r na P ] P Ele 9 ct a rical W Code n . Fl9Ur? 6 t0 COmply With Article 25 °- 80 the 

concret^thaMs ^ ^ by 

Structural steel used in some builrlinnQ ran e h ear ^’if uch as building footings. 

equipment frames installed in the buildinn h ^? c volta g e differences from 9 

rise in voltage due to current surqes throiinh tho McR UrS W £ en ®? u 1 JP ,nent frames 
strikes the structure nnHnn hi.nS? throug h ™e MGB or when lightning 

to steel column anchor bolts attach floor/rmf C ipS n i ^c 31 ” 8 Should be lashed 
Ground^ir^connections KlSW^ ^ £ MSB. 

voltage reference^olnt’to Shich^ll JSn Jcf^ 1 ? 11 1s Primarily a common 
connected. The single-point ground no T 1p ? ent frames are 

lightning and surge currents to the P 9 a nH 1 ^designed to confine all 
connections to the' N section prevent vo tl ^ 0 " 8 ° f * he MGB - The 
racks, etc. in the non-IGZ area Simno differences between equipment 
Personnel in the building are therJbS^I?!!^ an ? ? hock hazards for 
frames, ironwork, and other exoospH motain ^ minimized. All equipment 
energized are bonded to the MGB at thl^nn^ SUr ru Ces ^hat could become 
connection for equal Izinq volt If! ^ L P ° 1nt * The N section Is also the 



REA TE&CM 810 
Page 9 


equalizing voltage differences. 


4.5 


IGZ Grounds (I Section of MGB): The I section of the MGB "° ?h ^around 
should have the least voltage variation of any section a ong this groun 
bar. All ground connections to the GWBs are made in this section. 

4.6 Ground Resistance Objective: Reasonable effort to meet the objective 

ground resistance is an important factor in imp 9 0L itside the 

grounding system. Installation of a perimeter 9 ™und ^ound and outs^d 
buildinq foundation perimeter is recommended. Other types 1 or J^ouna t i 
are acceptable where the ground resistance objective can be met (reference 

Paragraph 4.6.2) . 

4.6.1 The combined central office ground resistance ^fivl-ohm^or 

curoe absorbers, as defined in Paragraph 4.3, should be tive-onms or 

S® iSniiw •*. 

4 - 6 - 2 

S£SK,-„TS K54li*S SSJ.'SSJS’S fiCtV..- 

resistance! Where the measured value of the ground field alone is between 
five-and 25- ohms, further efforts to reduce the resistance is not re - 

Shms coulJ be very!2pen!ive! Shen the actual measured resistance exceeds 25- 
l flHHitinnal effort should be made to reduce the resistance. Earth 
resistivity measurements should be completed at various depths ^.^^lons 

ss ,, s^iSa d iKiSi;^ 1 sasaL^ ss * ^ 

probability of attaining the objective ground resistance. (Reference TE&CM 
Section 802). 

4. 6. 2.1 Following are some techniques which may reduce the central office 
ground field resistance: 

a. Attach to building rebar ground. 

b. Drive extended or sectional ground rods to a depth 
of up to 32 ft. (9.75m). 

c. Establish a second ground field. • . . . __ 

d Install one or more 6 to 10-inch (15*2 to 25.4 cm) well 

casings. > These should extend below the water table level. 
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4. 6. 2. 2 Application of chemical soil treatment, as described in TE&CM 
Section 802, is not recommended. Chemical treatment Is not 
permanent and must periodically be renewed. Where chemically enhanced qroundc 
are used a program should be initiated to measure the ground resistance at 
month intervals to insure they are all still effective. 1 x 

4,6,3 — • .resistance of the central office ground field shou ld be deter- 
- Juiced prior to sel ecting the specific equipm ent for Inst^fTaTw; — T ho 
manufacturers of equipment should be advised when the five-ohm "central “off -fro 6 

° bJeCtive “""“I be achieved b > established methods? Where 6 

?dded costs shn,??H U h? S mUS M ® y kenb0 protect the edulpment warranty the 
added costs should be considered as described In Paragraph 1.6. 

5- CENTRAL O FFICE GROUND WINDOW BUSBAR fGWB) 

5,1 +h= S' P ?I 9™unds that originate Inside the IGZ are terminated „n 

;,=a, e asssj’.tj.is «*« 

the same floor or on another floor of the King. ^ ™ 3 remote area of 

5,3 is “ its isv°M ,ih " ,ni *"« »« «~ct 

with a resistance of less than 0 (ins nhmc / D b f ^-gauge or coarser copper 

of parallel conductor ?or redundancy s ^rlnK"' 6 Par T aph 8 > The use 
facturer. redundancy is acceptable as required by the manu- 

described C 1n , 'paiagt'aph t 8l3. 0n the M Ehould be su1tflb1 f identified as 

y aas.'ssts ; na 

GWB as may be reqelred by the equip ment §. nnfJ5 shou1d be connected to the 

" oi ”" ,t,d “ «- srsisj but ,s 

recaimendatlons „ r e„, b „ s n tns 

that obt ra - SSion equipnle ’i t - t and C pnoteitive''grlends t of disch ®)‘3e plates, trans- 
that obtains pomep fn„ t he , I1n M paS" Safftti S' J ny S th<!r Ie! eqelpment 

■WllX'ff"' f» ». eqSKnt «lcK'“b*5 S' 



REA TE&CM 810 
Page 11 


5.5.3 The manufacturer's instructions on isolation of the battery charger 
framework ground from the internal positive (+) chassis connection 
should be followed. 


5.5.4 The a-c conductors including the protective ground conductors serving 
all 120 volt a-c electrical convenience receptacles and all direct 
wire peripheral equipment, located in the IGZ, should be sized in accordance 
with normal "green wire" criteria. Each termination point should be tagged to 
indicate the green wire is a GWB isolated ground wire.. The manufacturer's 
recommendation for the metallic racks within the IGZ will determine how the 
green wire is handled in the IGZ. The metallic racks may be insulated from 
the concrete floors and reinforcing steel or connected to it. Routing of the 
a-c conduit and protective green wire ground in the manner described below 
insures compliance with National Electrical Code requirements. 


5. 5. 4.1 Racks insulated from building: The conduit carrying 120 volt a-c 
conductors into the IGZ should be routed to a junction box located 
adjacent to the GWB. The green wire should be solidly connected to the 
junction box and a wire connection established between the junction box and 
the GWB. Use of metallic or non-metal lie conduit for extending and bonding 
the a-c conductors into the IGZ is at the option of the manufacturer. Where, 
metallic conduit is used care should be taken during installation to assure it 
is insulated from foreign grounds (building structural steel and reinforced 
concrete members) beyond the GWB. There is no need to install isolated orange 
convenience receptacles with this configuration since everything beyond the 
GWB in the IGZ is at GWB ground potential. Isolated a-c ground convenience 
receptacles may be installed as required by the manufacturer. 


5. 5. 4. 2 Racks not insulated from building: The conduit carrying 120 volt 
a-c conductors into the IGZ should be routed directly to the 
metallic racks. Since these racks are at the same ground potential as the 
conduit and green wire by being connected to the reinforced concrete floor 
there should be no connection to the GWB. Isolated a-c ground convenience 
receptacles may be installed as required by the manufacturer. Equipment in 
the IGZ should be isolated from the metallic racks which are not isolated from 
building grounds. 


5.5.5 Where overhead lighting fixtures located in the IGB are an integral 
part of or are in electrical contact with the equipment frame(s), the 

associated green protective ground wires should be connected to the GWB 
isolated qround wire system. For convenience, they may also be connected to 
the GWB where the connections above do not exist. All fixtures connected to 
the GWB system need to be isolated from building structural steel an. 
reinforced concrete members. Green wires associated with lighting fixtures 
having no electrical contact with the equipment frames may be connected in the 
conventional way to the a-c distribution panel ground. 

5.5.6 The protective grounds for teletypewriters, cathode ray tube consoles, 
test equipment artd other a-c powered devices located or used 

the IGZ area are normally provided by the green wire leads in the attached 
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power cords. The green wire pins should not be removed from the 3-wire nnw« 
cords of such equipment and 2 -wire adapters should not be used. power 

5,5,7 Precaution should be taken to Insure the integrity of the 

_IGZ. No foreign grounds should be permitted to come into contact 
any equipment within the IGZ except through the GWB exceot a ilinS\ 
the equipment manufacturer. ’ P as 1nd1cat ed by 

6. ISOLATED GROUND ZONE (IGZ) 

6.1 An isolated ground zone is defined in Paragraph 2.8. 

6.1.1 If practical, permanent markers should be Dlarpd on tha ci„,™ + 

as orange ^should ^ u ltl b0m(liries - Pa1nt ^ tape of distinctive color° such 

d f . ? ro “ nd connections are^emitted^rcrJsfthe IGzT^d ° r temporary 
defined in Paragraph 5. 5 . 4 . 2 . cross the IGZ boundary except as 

“ 55, SS S’SldSS'ShSS! dis ! t * 1 ci.tr .1 om™ 

bonded in accordance with the manufartn*]*?^ shou1d be installed and 
require the frames be isolated from thf* fi S re ^!J remen ts. Some manufacturers 
directly to the floor. ^ the floor wh11e others permit anchoring * 

7 ‘ MiN DISTRI BUTING FRAMF 

. incomi ng^s urges ^ required at the MDF to control 

1 -- shou ,d 

7 i i imr cases 

7.1.1 MDF protector assemblies shnnin k 

Interconn^eV^ra^a ? 

surge current rlu ff6 ?? ppei " conductor to nrmHHoTV t1cal sh °uld be 
connected to the MDFB with 1 ^ 9 ™ 1113 ° f protec tor assembllershoulJn 0 Path for 

7.1.3 Protective "around 

“5ft ^sonnel ! t° otect MDFB 

less than 12 in. (30 rni \ • ( de Protective qrounri loaw^ l of the type 

"'" t! ” “ nn * ci ™” *» «* “ 

connection should be provIrfpH *«„ 
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every 35 ft. (10 m) of frame length. 

7.1.4 Where the MDFB is used as the MGB in very small offices (Paragraph 

4.2.2) the protective "ground connections" (paragraph 7.1.3) should be 
connected in the N section of the bar. The MDF protector ground should be 
connected to the P section of the bar. 

7.2 Transmission equipment termination and protection: Digital carrier 

equipment and sensitive electronic pair gain systems should normally be 
located inside the IGZ. Some carrier equipment has internal gas tubes for 
bypassing voltage surges to ground. Equipment of this type should be located 
outside the IGZ. Analog subscriber and station carrier equipment, voice 
frequency repeaters and loop extenders are normally located outside the IGZ. 

All equipment frames located outside the IGZ should be grounded through 
connections at the N section of the MGB. The equipment located inside the IGZ 
should be grounded to the GWB. 

7.2.1 Protectors for all carrier equipment are normally located on the MDF. 

An exception may be made to this rule. The protectors for some toll 

carrier entrance cables are mounted in the carrier bays located in a non-IGZ 
area. 

7. 2. 1.1 The termination of analog and digital type toll carrier systems on 
the same protector assembly is not advisable. This practice 

minimizes coupling that can produce analog carrier circuit noise. 

7. 2. 1.2 Shields of intra-office cable connecting the MDF to carrier equip- 
ment bays should be open at the MDF end and grounded at one point to 

the MGB or GWB. This grounding arrangement provides electrostatic shielding 
and maintains GWB integrity. 

7. 2. 1.3 Separation of the transmit and receive sides of the cable for 
T-carrier systems should be maintained. This may be accomplished 

by using compartmental separation or separate transmit and receive cables all 
the way to the MDF protector assembly. Between that point and the carrier 
equipment the separation is usually maintained through use of shielded 
jumpers, separate shielded transmit and receive cables, or multipair cables 
with individually shielded pairs. 

7.3 Entrance and Tip Cables: The most important characteristics of tip 
cables, from a protection standpoint, are resistance to flammability and 

ease of termination. They should also be chemically compatible (i.e., should 
not chemically react) with the outside plant cables. They should be gauged as 
described in Paragraph 7.3.2. 

7.3.1 Most REA accepted polyvinyl chloride (PVC) insulations and jacket 

formulations used in telephone cables have adequate flame resistance. 
They can, however, be destructively damaged chemically by cable f i 11 ing com- 
pounds that are in common use. Polypropylene and polyethylene insulation, 
polyethylene jackets, and some filling compound types will promote combustion. 
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h' s ®. cab, f s J n switchboard rooms should be avoided due to fire 
hazard. Because of these considerations, nonfilled PI/C insulated Ml s l, 
cables (or other insulation with eouivalent flame rociet \ jacketed 

for use inside central office building ??; ! lam f re sistance) are preferred 

compatibility reasons, polyethylene ^ crease (Lw be ™ 1n ? tl0 ' ls .°n the MDF. For 
and petroleum jelly (petrolatums) filled cables should 1ar . w ® 1 9 ht Polyethylene) 

*" a fcmWMSK. S. 

7.3.2 The recommended precedure, for use with either «,i d 
outside ptarc^L^^ SsTl "SlJtS 

We^ASS 16 ffi those 

included in the RFA List of Materia?^ ^ ri V Ceep l ed th«t 'are ’ 

conduc e to°rVca d n e bfatlac^d^'^e PVC "Wo*! 

»'«wi 'i!sssiS^, vs 

-TX'i ^risi 

“ mlnn “ " »• * f...“; e r , r ,l p e , “• »7 h8 

'• J -J If th. , h ,, ' n " S f« resistant, 

fetwen the 9 ti| e cab rls d ) t H 0n a T s P ,1 ee°N0ulTbllJiiiil b i as . 3l ' e c °ars B r than 

" '• — - ° a wyites ffssr; w*a 5^ 

'.3.4 Jn the even j. .. , r 

/ter - ""■““•v.tt,,ri;; e '£S n s isw* »?« e 

7.4 Prefer... . ^ as sb <* 


■ < ^Lection ; Incom * 

aa ^s-3s3®Ms^Sr 
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7.4.1 Cable pairs associated with carrier, loop extenders, voice frequency 
repeaters, special circuits or "stand alone" tone-to-pulse converters 

should be protected with orange coded gas tube protector modules. This equip- 
ment is tested to withstand only the maximum voltage passed by these modules. 
Past experience with most electronic equipment has shown there is very little 
margin above the test level. Other types of special high voltage gap 
protection as recommended by the equipment manufacturer are acceptable. 

7.4.2 Electromechanical central office equipment has generally had an 
adequate dielectric strength margin to withstand more than the maximum 

voltage passed by listed arrestors. Because of this there have been instances 
where blue coded carbon block arrestors were used (contrary to REA recom- 
mendations) without causing problems. However, there have been reports of 
electronic equipment failures in these same offices equipped with blue coded 
arrestors. The replacement of existing blue coded with white coded carbon 
block arrestors is essential when an existing mainframe is retained for 
protection of a new electronic digital switch. 

7.5 Current Limitation: Mainframe protectors which are included in the 
"List of Materials Acceptable for use on Telephone Systems of REA 

Borrowers (Item nm) are capable of carrying, without hazard, the sustained 
current which may result from commercial a-c power contacts to outside plant 
cable having 22-gauge or finer wire. There are a number of MDF protectors 
available on the market which do not have adequate current carrying 
capability. It is important that the borrower's engineer ascertain that the 
MDF protectors delivered by the COE contractor are actually on the List of 
Materials. 

7.6 Heat Coils: Since 1966 REA has strongly recommended that MDF pro- 
tectors be furnished without heat coils. Historically, heat coils were 

used as protection against current surges. Laboratory tests have proven that 
heat coils do not protect line relays under the large majority of fault 
current conditions that can occur in actual telephone systems. Further, heat 
coils and fuse links offer little, if any, protection for today's electronic 
switching components. Since heat colls are "high maintenance" items compared 
to fuse links, the latter are preferred for meeting National Electrical Code 
objectives in the C.0, Heat coils should not be used with carrier frequency 
pairs due to high frequency attenuation. The addition of heat coils Increases 
the cost of the telephone system with virtually no protection benefits. 

8. GROUND CONDUCTOR SIZING, ROUTING AND TERMINATING 

8.1 The point of reference for sizing all protective ground conductors 
except green wire conductors and dc power conductors is the MGB, To 
determine the appropriate conductor size first establish the distance between 
the two points of connection via the desired route (i.e., between the MGB and 
CEGB). Next refer to Figure 6 to determine the resistance objective between 
the two points. Finally from Table A find the wire size with a maximum 
footage for the desired resistance objective equal to or greater than the wire 
distance between the two points. Use of Table A or calculated resistance 
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values are permissible in lieu of measurement. The aeneral auirlpHnoo j 
following paragraphs are also recommended. general guidelines In the 

8.1.1 The finest recommended conductor size is 6-qauae exrpnt f™ *u 

w-g..,e mi. grounds ,, the m descr'S’.n “SgrSph M. 3 . 

c T :,'rS fc £ 5S e 1“,“ M b.2* gauge .V 

protective ground conductors only - nSt to d pa !; a9 r aph Plains to 
resistance of this conductor should ^ ma * 1mum 

8.1.3 Ierv“e d ent^ncf pine ! "boarfshn^^ 6 , nSUtra 1 S^und p ar In the a -c 
maximum resistance of this conductor should X mcmVo!oo° 5 ohms! 6 "’ The 

8.1.4 of e connect?on°w?th t ali r surge a producers t should t0 t the 1n1t1al po1f1t 

p i r T . 9 Producers should not exceed 0.01 ohms. 

8.1.5 Tfie maximum conductor resistant * 

*• -~srs ewiTB?® 2J5.tr -ri ~ , 

8.1.6 The maximum conductor resistant * 

.«» ... agulpment ,'r‘Sd s "Kd 5 

0 , r 7 intermediate ground bar dm „ 
or connection. m ° J6CtlVe shou,d be divided in elthSr®** d^of ®t * th<! 
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S',r:; s ; srsss ssutawsir. 

«*»m f “' d . 2 t i h US"SSS»”"TSS°ii SKI 8 ® »« "'s' 

&S •»« Sll 5 . fl» Of current « 

conductor. 

8 2 5 Wire-to-wire and wire-to-ground rod connections $ maC *$ 0 ider 

joints SffltrWnWA grounding connection. 

Miff Peri od i cal ly 1 S some MA? connections may be removed 
for test purposes. 

>- 3 mss? * nd * ,,,,ns “ 

“- 3 - 1 SSIfd3 ™ dh 9 r— SSI'liSS'lt" "toSn'tt ' 

8.3.3 The designated P. A, « and I seg-nts of the USB should be clearly 
identified. 

8.3. A Permanent identification tags should be placed on ligh^ of 9 £ onnectlon 

the e^^Mr^nuSlSK.^ building. 

9. POWER SERVICE PROTECTION 

, a r nower serving central office buildings 

9.1 The minimum protection , for ' Ltor in the 9 electric power secondary 

Should consist of a su ^®fe ?or determining that the characteristics 
circuit. The borrower is responsible w -?th the dielectric strength and 

of the secondary power a jT®^or coor in te ac wered equipment in the 

surge current carrying ability °;. a '^ d e heating, air conditioning equip- 
central office. These terns i would includ | gating. haying a s 

ment, etc. This normally Sn volts peak, and a valve device to prevent power 
breakdown not exceeding l 8 °° vo .^ondary arrestor is available which will 
follow current. At least one se breakdown arrestors may be more 

breakdown on 1200 volts or J es *' t „ However, when the condition described 
expensive than the 18 °V°^th eauinm^nt that can withstand 1200 volts, 
in Paragraph 9.3.1 exists „ w ^o v ®ded P with only a 1200 volt secondary arrestor 

a? 6 less 6 cost t than° that^of e the°comb i n at i on . 
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,2 In some instances a secondary power arrestor maw u 

power company to protect its watt-hour meter Provided by the 

entrance. These devices may not be suitable for bui7dl '"g servic* 

jfjment because thev arp ncnaiTw i p otectincj central . 


. my to protect its watt-hour meter at\u e L prov ^ed by the 
entrance. These devices may not be suitable for Lf bt, Ud1ng servic, 
equipment because they are usually designed to coord in ng centr al office 
dielectric strength of watt-hour meters (usuallvTf’ fo 6 ,.^^ W1 ' tb the 
illy too high for telephone power equipment. ° kV) • Tb ts Is 

9.3 The use ~ r - ■ 


noma 


Of a secondary arrestor to protect th a „ 

™ rssA'JS"’ '• i- rd” 

t'5 !o°S«„S; ,p m" h ‘»r. T £ " w be 

the weather head, 2m at 1 character f s t f cl and must hf head or a 

T’T'.'Zr '°‘ d " nl "' -wSCtfi 

OruSecto8 e as St l h T 8^* P ®7jq5re Ifom surges or "the'.lTgu'hT P0We t fa nures 

si= " " 

FSiSiP?sIss.fp f " 

"•* S'"--* ^Z*"* e,e '*^’sp' 

swltch1rigil : ii ? l|S 
s can be Permanently 
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damaaed when voltages higher than their breakdown point are applied to them. 

The human body can develop and store a charge of up to 40,000 volts by walking 
across a nonconducti ve floor during periods of low humidity. Because of this, 
cnedal provisions should be applied to prevent circuit component damage from 
this potential hazard when handling printed circuit cards designated by the 
supplier to be sensitive to static discharge. 

The accumulation of electrostatic discharge by a body may be reduced in 
a confined area such as a central office by increasing the relative 
humidity. Body electrostatic accumulation, at 60 % relative humidity, is 
minimal * Even at this excessive humidity level there is no guarantee the 
p Srtrostatic build up is eliminated. Further, the humidity may also cause 
pnuioment contamination, corrosion, or leakage path problems on the printed 
circuit cards and associated components. Such problems can produce either 
permanent or intermittent troubles. 

ii a ihprp are two kinds of electrostatic conditions that produce equipment 
11 ‘ problems - direct arc into the electronic equipment, and radiated energy 
.. + yparhps circuits through electric and magnetic field coupling. _ 

Dischargetfelectrostatlc energy can ^create ^localized 

?!e!ds”lnTaS pSnSnt Mulp.ent da.ag. and/or logic c1rc.lt error.. 

12 . RFNFRAI. ENVIRONMENTAL & HftN DI-TNG REQUIREMENTS FOR ELECTROSTATIC ^, 
'SFNSITIVE EQUIPMENT 

12.1 Proper environmental and handling ^^^^^^^p^pt'ramagffnd' 

12.3 will reduce the probability of equipment damage. 

12.2 The following environmental conditions should be provided wh 
possible: 

12.2.1 Appropriate re 1 ^cumu 1 at^more 1 reld 1 ly h unde^ver^d^y^limatic 
conditipnf 1 ^rr^SKt^A-. relative humidity recom- 

mendations. 

12.2.2 Aden. ate air and dost filter. aHo.ld Oe Installed In air d.cts. 

,2.1 The following preo.n.i.ns should * ohser.ad P-*™’™ 

and equipment maintenance procedures. 

12.3.1 Grounding straps Sh0u 1 1 i a f being" 'susceptibl^to" damage. Safer 

to the ogSlilfti ^ 

12 - 3 - 2 SSil qo fewduSi5 r e 
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b e followed for installation connection to ground, and maintenance of 
the floor to preserve conductivity. 

Printed circuit cards should not be touched or handled by their 
* components or connector pins. 

17 3.4 The repair or modification of circuit cards should not be attempted 
in the local office. Units should be returned to the manufacturer 
for repair if tests have been made which show that particular cards are 
defective. An adequate stock of spares should be maintained in proper storag* 
containers, 

12.3.5 Conductive printed circuit card containers should be used as recom- 
mended by the equipment manufacturer. 

12.3.6 Where the Enable/Disable feature is provided and the manufacturer 
recommends no card should be inserted or removed until the 

Enable/Oi sable switch is in the disable position and/or the card slot 
connection is disabled by software command. 


12. J./ 


uniy me grounaea conventional or isolated a-c ground convenience 
outlets located in the IGZ may be used for operating tools test 
equipment and custodial equipment inside the IGZ. Refer to the equipment 
manufacturer's instructions regarding the use of a-c tools or test equipment 
in the equipment area. M p,IL 

12.3.8 Steel wool, steel wool pads or dry untreated cloths or mops for f lot 

maintenance should not be used. 1 T 

12.3.9 Defective fluorescent lighting components should be replaced Thest 
power supply lines and systems. P aCS thSSS ^ tems may ^ ntroduce noise int 

12,4 ^or 

12,4,1 work?ng ea Sr3^r? qUiPment and motor drive " tools should be In good 

bleed-offltatic'charge^or brush aV V r ° unded 3 - condu ctor cords to 
transients. cnarges or brush-noise generated radio frequency 

equipment should^ot^started P onewat J he ma " ufa cturers switching 
12 44 Fn „. t started, operated or stopped inside the IGZ. 

Equipment should be remnwow *„ 

Pneumatlc W w'iro W ^ P c ° nnec tions. where -'th'1 ■ add1 °9 ° r removing 

wire-wrapping tools with ^ 
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line and generate magnetic fields. 

12 5 The following precautions should be observed for magnetic tapes, floppy 
U ' discs, and other memory devices: 

12.5.1 Motor driven equipment should not ^ located j^acent^to tape^ ^ 

vacuuming^with^th^cleaner^tself 1 located several felt outside of the I«. 

12.5.2 Magnetic ^P^^^^^^e^f^^ds'roduled S^suchltEMr" 

u in h Q q-hnrpd in radio frequency tight high mu 
12 - 5 - 3 SfulVefaf cfblnets to avoid information loss. 

13. nTSf.HARGE PLATES .. 

13.1 For protection of st atic se 2g^%* q K n b5d5 1 before°toSch1ng or 

fully discharge any static °" ecial iy important in common 

handling any part of ^ whin working in the switching area 

control areas. Central o ^ P 1ate before touching any part of th 

SSS »J5«T5 t £ , S5&S- “«“• 

13.2 Installation of el ® c ^ ro ® t ^^ i ded C by r the P equipment U manufacturer. They 
where they have bot^een provided by tne^q ^ consu1ted f0 ^. recom- 

should not be installed until the , m pct 4 0nS The shape and method of 
mendations on locations and groun co ma nner that will not create 
attaching the plates should be accompli ^ eq u ipm ent. Personnel discharge 

platefshould bflocated! where practical, at intervals within an arms 

of any maintenance location. 

13.3 Supplemental discharge plates may also be provided by: 

13 3 1 Hinged metallic doors when they ® r ® Conductive paint 

“ ld be left bare ' 

13 - 3 - 2 which areClectrically to* th^grSSSdld 1 grSln wire inside 

the electrical box. ,, 

13.4 Warning Signs: Appropriate Jjr'j^deChe C 0 °where they can be easily 
ecu ipment area entry doors a clans should be worded to warn 

seen witLt creating a safety « s a & 1v I1 r irand\he need for discharging 
personnel of the electrostati 



body Static before handling equipment. 

14 ‘ ^MO° J.LECTR0HECHAHTr<li ^ 

where 1 1 °h« e E tro ™?h«S*« 1 ’ ?wttch 1^5 1 lystml 1 C0 lt , l s ^ Sel ? ctively applied 
surges U Thp bS ? n hl ? tor i'cally difficult to orotlrt L PSClal1y valuable 

stssrsiss.-ats fc s“£jw '«ss, 

OTtM f«E£TSfi 

entrance panelboard^anTthe 0 MGB ‘should °be d e s tab 1 1 shed . “ Service 

' - 14<2< 3 ^^- 9 i^ 2 ir.a, 5 s iJ s pK?ffi 5 f T SS-^SrJSW"^. 1 ? the 

ground fleW™ W * Veh? ^ rb ® r °^^ e ?lShtalg the^tr'a? ’office 

14 * 2 * 4 Common bondinq of mpbiHf. 

recommended by the National Electrical Tode^ Sh ° Uld be prov1d «f as 

*■« - — « d^* , 8 ,. 

installatio^.’^^^n^on^be^pecific needs^and^limitations^ofHthe ° ptl ' ona ^ 

sing e ie eC ba7? eChaniCal systems the « and the GWB may be combined in a 

14 ' 3,2 terminal^ .WoHaf °-" d strap to the positive (♦, 

14,3,3 Establishment of a small rrv ma l , 

"ssas 5 £=;sSiE=ir 

14.4 Where electromechanical . 

^criWiVSSr* 2 SSSSSi^-SJ£SSI^SI?2 -1-ctronic 

• U | Lfl© flqD # 
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APPENDIX A 

VOLTAGE EFFECTS FROM RISING SURGE CURRENTS 


1. GENERAL 

i i Th-K annendix provides a discussion of the voltage effects on pounding 

1.1 mnductors from self inductance in the presence of high surge currents 

sira' JvSKrts zsMSfxtssi 

grounding conductors in central office buildings. 

1.2 Every conductor has self ^^“fsiqnif'ican^voUage differencial 11 occur 

. a grounding conducio? during the period a surge current is 

sr„ b««» 

I "™*” 1 cm to “ c ’' 

both simultaneously. 

2. SELF-INDUCTANCE 

2>1 ^Su^^?SK£tSd ,, S*S raifl,tt 

y \ f <1 


Lg = 0.06H nog e 484 - 0.95^ 


( 1 ) 


Where: Lg = Self inductance in microhenries ( H) 

Ha Wire length in feet 
d * Wire diameter in inches 

2.1.1 All grounding connections In a typical small in^ter ) “ and^ Z/O® 

probably be made us ng ^ *®, (0 T®naths of 30 ft. (9.1m) might be 

(0.3648" (0.927cm) d1ame ^f L^Frnm eauation (1) the self inductance for 30 
required for some connections. From equation UJ ™ 
ft (9.1m) of #6 wire is 14.9 W H and with 2/0 is 13.4 U H. 

, . . „ f . aroun c| wire in steel conduit where ends 

? 9 The self inductance (Lg) of a grounu w c ■ 

of conduit are not bonded to wire is given as. 


Lg = 0.0614 Mog e 484 - 0.95 + 1200 log 



( 2 ) 


Where: 


1200 = permeability of iron (estimated) 

= outside diameter (00) of conduit in inches 
= inside diameter (ID) of conduit in inches 


d l . 



n& rum mo 

**•!<}* £4 


• A moucuio n ot me ju rt. ly.imj lengths of #6 and ?/n ,,, 

-» r^f' n t nb °^ d r1gid steel conduit with an 00 of 1 m{„ W r ® , 
- lf 0, ‘ i > 0491(1 ( 2 . 66 c m) may now be determined from equation "tu 34cm ) 
:tanco of the #6 wire is 511.2 yH and 2/0 is 509.7 Vi) (2) 1 The self 
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A grounding conductor 30 ft. (9.1m) long would not lit 0 i„ k , 

■n steel conduit. A more common use of conduit is fn» ^ braced 
;^ctor through a wall via a one foot (0 3m) length 1 for ^carrying the 

S steel c^ntATfor 30 


t-EV£ t FROM SELF INDUCTANCE 


'3 1 


length of conductor ^sina^hp 3ry j 07tage that will develop acro^ 

: ” !S vo1tase is 9lven *y «» different ia^ C rel'at1onship^ Ctance ,-S poss1b le. 


e * L di 
dt 




(3) 


,i 


coy I d h-Q 


e ~ voltage 

L = inductance (Henries) 

« ■' 2SS fi SE7i25r) 

• •»= - 1 ' f "" m. thJUfiiS i':;,Srs ??■ 


3.1.? 


^ through the 30 ft "(57™) T Heres wnh a rise time of 

•""" “• swa ;ssxi e 

a.Krtb,;'™ Jvf’sr'** 30 « ( 9 . 1.1 

p 2 - 3 - 1 *"***■ Wto^srS:" “ 

2/0 ! *n 40 Vo1ts 

’•‘- 1 wS)“, r 4? t y . <.,«* ;Z nK ‘ 

■"tSSSSfr »«! • «» tut 

Slyest sm« 

‘ Msw - «*>psn.s£^ , f aw Sj-A'Ri 

' or z '° wine. l * ,lrn l of bare #6 win 
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FIGURE 1 

MGB - PROTFOTION CONFIGURATION 
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and Tip Cable Arrangements 




FIGURE 4 

CABLE ENTRANCE WITHOUT VAULT 




c u) 
bOH 
bC <d 
K »H 
U 

6 © 
© © -P 
o -P cd 
•H H » 
> 

h <H 


a51 


^ +5 0 

© O 
;< © tA 
O -P 
Ph o *=d 

Ph 3 


-a -a 
sss 


o £ 

•H olH'O 
5> U © ^ 
P -P £ 05 
(D d (tl O 
CQ H Ph PQ 


© O • 
-P O G 


3 cd - 

Pi o 
X 5 -P W 
d pj-w* 
0) © 

'S © 

© o 

^■P 
gt In -d 
© © P 
f3s © 'd 


h <P 

.§ U“S 


3 


© 

*s 

•p 

O 

cd 

o 

C 

© 

P 

CO 

© 

-P 

P 

H 

« 

< 

Vi 
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TYPICAL INSTALLATION OF SECONDARY ARRESTER mu uwu^n 
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